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The exhibition Art in Transformation is produced by the Association of Finnish Fine Arts Foundations. It brings 
together works from the collections of the foundations from a time when postmodernism gradually arrived in 
Finland. On display there are one hundred paintings, prints and sculptures made by key Finnish artists, filling three 
floors of the museum. The make-up of a private collection is determined by its aim and purpose, while a museum 
on the other hand, in addition to all this, documents events. The Foundations' collections are supplemented by 
works from the Amos Anderson Art Museum collections, as well as by a section showcasing new video art. 
 
Finnish art in the sixties, seventies and eighties has a strong international character. The standard of living was 
steadily rising. Artists were able to travel and to take in new international directions in art. There were exhibitions of 
international art in Finland. Artists went abroad for studies and postgraduate studies, not only to Paris as was 
traditional, but also to Italy and in the eighties, increasingly to New York. For a short period in the seventies, there 
was an interest for the realist art of the socialist countries. The eighties were the golden years of shared Nordic 
perspectives for young artists. 
 
State funded international cultural politics sought to toe the line of typically Finnish neutralism: there was cultural 
exchange with the East as well as with the West. In the seventies, the whole cultural field was politicized and the 
Right and the Left were sharply divided. However, all political directions worked for improving the economic and 
social situation of artists. A positive legacy of this time is the increasing awareness felt by artists regarding their 
own situation. In the eighties, focus was shifted towards new feminism and towards criticism against existing 
institutions. Continental philosophy slowly made its way into art. In general, the era brought vivid discussion and, 
from time to time, even pointed dialogue. 
 
Peculiar for Finnish art of the time was that new influences, particularly the abstract, were often interpreted in a 
framework of romanticized nature. When references shifted to an urban environment and to popular culture, the 
change was great. The media of art diversified and allowances were made for new attitudes and this is apparent in 
contemporary collections of art. 
 
In conjunction with the exhibition, Finnish Literature Society publishes a book written by Professor Maaretta 
Jaukkuri, in Finnish and in Swedish.  It is the final book of a series of four volumes shedding light on different 
decades of Finnish art history. The richly illustrated art book walks the reader through a period of Finnish art in the 
grips of continual change. 
 
Guided tours in Finnish on Wednesdays at 5:30pm, in Swedish on Mondays at 4:30pm.  
Bookings, tel. +358 (0)9 6844 460. 


